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Reverend Robin’s Reflections…Reverend Robin’s Reflections…Reverend Robin’s Reflections…Reverend Robin’s Reflections…    
On the occasion of the 20th Anniversary of Unity of Bandon, many of us spent some time pouring over the 
History books so lovingly kept by Leona Swenston, Diane Dunlap, Phyllis Borman, and now Elma Champ-
neys.  So many of the pictures showed beloved members who have since passed.  I am so grateful for those 
books to help remind us of wonderful people now gone from our sight.  We share such a rich history and I am 
grateful for all that have gone before us to build such a strong foundation for this spiritual community.  Can 
you imagine your life without the presence of Unity of Bandon?  My gratitude goes out to those that caught 
hold of the vision, those that have held it over the past twenty years, and those who are yet to come join us in 
this adventure. 

I am so excited about 2010!  Our Board met for an all-day work ses-
sion on January 16—don’t worry, there was food available!  Divine 
ideas swarmed and I do believe that this will be a year of new connec-
tions, fresh inspiration, deep transformation, and great fun. I hope you 
will be able to join us for our Annual meeting on Valentine’s Day so 
you can hear about what has been planned thus far and determine 
what part you would like to play in the unfolding of this year.  We 

will meet to share a potluck luncheon following service so be sure to put it on your calendar. 
One exciting development I’d like to share with you is the expansion of our Pastoral Care/Chaplains Team.  
Rosie Donati has been making home visits and holding the high watch with many of you for years and she will 
continue to do so.  Rosie has extensive training and experience in chaplaincy and we are so grateful for her 
dedication. Others are now joining her in making commitments to make hospital and home visits, pray with 
others, and provide Sunday services at Heritage Place.  
I leave you with this quote from Albert Einstein: A human being is a part of the whole called by us 
universe, a part limited in time and space. He experiences himself, his thoughts and feeling as 
something separated from the rest, a kind of optical delusion of his consciousness. This delu-
sion is a kind of prison for us, restricting us to our personal desires and to affection for a few 
persons nearest to us. Our task must be to free ourselves from this prison by widening our cir-
cle of compassion to embrace all living creatures and the whole of nature in its beauty.    
 May your circle of compassion be wide...with Abundant Blessings,     Reverend Robin 
 

  
 

 
This question first came to me as amusement when a friend admitted to blessing roadkill.  “I do that, too!” I 
said in surprise.  “I thought I was the only person on earth who did such a thing.”  
So, I started asking friends, as well as noticing when I find myself blessing people and situations.  So, here are 
some possibilities for us all: 
 When we hear a siren.  When we overhear an argument, insult, or scolding.  Upon reading or hearing tragic 
news.  Upon receiving a distasteful e-mail.  As we pass bulletin boards of missing children, criminals, soldiers 
in the field.  When we see a clearcut.  Reckless drivers and those near to them.  The roadside homeless or hun-
gry, whether or not we can provide further support.  The handicapped & ill.  And, yes, at least for me:  Road-
kill. 
 There must be at least a zillion more opportunities…  Who and when do you bless? 
 Hmmm, how about happy families?  People praising each other?  Sweethearts?  Friendly cashiers?  Smiling 
teenagers?  Well, this list could go on forever (as it should!) Bless you! 



 

FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

Nov/Dec 2009 Income = $9,263.91 
Nov/Dec 2009 Expenses = $8,217.74 

Year End: 2009 Income: $48,399.79 2009 Expenses: $58,475.90  
(expenses include sabbatical expenses) 

CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE as of  12/31/09 = $942.19 
SAVINGS ACCOUNT/ CONFERENCE FUND as of 12/31/09 = $111.96 

INVESTMENTS/GROWTH FUND as of 12/31/09 = $5,096.15 
Tithes were shared with: Association of Unity Churches,  Unity School of 

Christianity, BRAVO Reading Program & South Coast Hospice. 

JOIN IN AFFIRMING: 
God is our Source. 
Channels of divine 

supply are now open, 
creating a flow of 

abundance that  
supports Unity of 

Bandon & our entire 
Unity movement. 
Thank You God.  

Be sure to join us on February 14 for our Annual Congregational 
Celebration, Business Meeting & Potluck Luncheon.  We will be shar-
ing information about the church, our financial reports & accomplish-
ments for 2009, and our focus for 2010.  We will also be electing new 
members to our board of directors.   
Whether you are a member or not—please plan to attend—this is your 
opportunity to learn more about the operation of your church home and 
to ask any questions or express any concerns.  We sincerely care about 
your input, thoughts and feelings!!  Bring finger foods, salads, and des-
serts. Beverages, plates, plasticware, etc will be provided.  

Mask Making  PartyMask Making  PartyMask Making  PartyMask Making  Party    
New Orleans StyleNew Orleans StyleNew Orleans StyleNew Orleans Style    

Friday, March 19th—6:30 
Carnival is a state of mind, so even 

though Mardi Gras will have come and gone, we 
can still celebrate! Join us for a Unity of Bandon 
Mask Making party, New Orleans style.  All mask 
supplies furnished – forms, plus fabric, sparkles, 
fur, feathers, or paint.  We’ve already heard of 
some authentic Cajun and Creole potluck treats 
planned.  And, of course, there will be zydeco mu-
sic to complete the masquerade mood. 

 
 

 
A Season for Nonviolence (January 30 
through April 4) is dedicated to demon-

strating that nonviolence is a powerful way to 
heal, transform, and empower our lives and our 
communities. It honors Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s vision for an empow-
ered, peaceful world.  To join in this vision, we 
invite you to participate in “PEACE ROCKS”, 
an activity inspired by and in memory of our dear 
friend Jane Clark.  After service on March 7 &/or 
14 come paint some peace messages on rocks.  On 
March 28 we will redistribute the rocks around 
town, on the beach and elsewhere while blessing 
them with thoughts of peace.  Supplies will be 
provided but feel free to bring rocks and nontoxic 
acrylic paint if you have them. 

Join us Sunday mornings at 9:30 
as we continue our study of 
“Lessons in Truth”, based on 
the classic work by H. Emilie 
Cady. 
 
Sacred Circle discussing Wendy 
Craig-Purcell’s Ask Yourself 
This, continues through February 
7 and meets Sunday afternoons 
1:30—3:00 pm. 

Highway Cleanup: February 28  
following service! 

Unity will provide pizza upon  
return from cleanup. 
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Our Unity kids are doing some amazing things...Jason is half 
way through reading the Little House on the Prairie book series.  He used to think the books were too long 
for him to read alone.  Now he thinks 290 pages is a SHORT book!  Yeah, Jason!  Jonathan was selected 

for the first time to attend the 8th grade Knowledge Bowl in Coos Bay.  Yeah, Jonathan!  Good luck buzzing in with your 
answers!  Dante is president of his class and the Spanish Club.  He also won an essay/speech contest, so this summer he 
will be going on an all expense-paid trip to New York City, the UN, Canada and Washington DC.  
I received an email from Amy, she says and I quote " I am thrilled to have Rev. Robin AND Karen Lowe, L.U.T. back at 
the service together!  It feels like putting on warm, fuzzy slippers on a cold evening.  Ahhhh!"...I second that emotion! 
Another successful trash pickup along our part of Hwy 101:  Pam has the most experience picking up litter - she used to 
fill up a boat of litter from a lake in South Carolina.   She wouldn't stop until the boat was filled with bags of litter!  FYI: 
The most often retrieved object were balls of any sort...from basketball to dog toys.  Kris collected enough pieces of car 
parts that she thinks she can open a limo service, if she can figure out how to put them all together.  Thank you workers: 
Weld and Elma, Amy & boys, Bill, Kris, Pam, and Karen.     
     Namaste dear Unity Family & Friends, Barb Smedley  

Name: ______________________  Phone:___________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________ 
 
Email information to: revrobin@haruna.com, OR  
call 541-347-4696 OR  
send this form to: Unity of Bandon, PO Box 518, Bandon, OR 97411 

Going Green! This is the last 
printed newsletter we will be 
mailing out. Let us know if you 
would like to receive it via email as 
a pdf file. Remember, you can al-
ways read current and past newslet-
ters at www.unityofbandon.org.   
If your phone, address, or email has 
changed—let us know so we can 
update our records! 

 

Bring us your  
Book Reviews! 

What was the title of 
that spiritual book you 

just read and loved?  And what was it 
about the one that’s on every talk show 
that disappointed you?  We’d love to 
know your “Thumbs Up” or “Thumbs 
Down” on books of interest old or new. 
Look for the bulletin board in our library 
to post your recommendations using the 
handy form, and be sure to sign them. 
    -Librarious Weld 
 P.S.  We’re noticing quite a few gaps on 
our shelves.  If you have some good ones 
to donate, we’d love ‘em.  If you’ve got 
some green-dotted ones that need return-
ing, bring ‘em back and we’ll love you 
forever.   

In response to NW Unity Region’s 
Earth Care call to action, Rachel Wolff 
is spearheading Unity of Bandon’s 

“Water is Life” Project to focus attention on the basic 
fact that water is essential for life. Water comprises 
over 70% of the human body and covers the same 
amount of our planet.  Water is the very source of  life 

on this planet, the quality and integrity of which are vitally important 
to all forms of life. Those familiar with the work of Masaru Emoto, 
know that the human vibrational energy, thoughts, words, ideas and 
music, affect the molecular structure of water.   
The purpose of this project is to increase awareness of the need for 
many millions of people to access safe drinking water and basic sani-
tation. Clean water  brings health, dignity and transformed lives to 
many millions of the world’s poorest people. 
A Mandala is being created on a large piece of fabric.  This will be a 
traveling piece of art [a work in progress] and will travel among vari-
ous community nonprofit groups and from church to church to be 
signed by ministers and congregants beginning March 22, 2010 
(World Water Day) and running through Dec 31, 2010. It represents 
the Unity of Bandon Water is life project. The mandala will then be 
presented for display at a location not yet identified. 

Anything you want to read in the  
next newsletter?  Email me at: 
 barbbillsmedley@mycomspan.com 



 

 

Special Thanks to: 
-Our platform assistants and 
greeters: Donica Prescott, Weld 
Champneys, Amy Wilhite; 
-the Christmas Carolers & the 
many musicians who shared their 
gifts during our Christmas musi-
cal service on 12/20; 
-the November Highway Clean-
up Crew; 
-Rachel for beautifying the 
church throughout the seasons; 
-Newsletter Angels Rachel & 
Kris who collated, folded and 
stamped the last newsletter issue; 
-Amy & Bill for assistance in 
clearing out old financial records; 
-Elma Champneys for  keeping 
up with our history books; 
-Karen Lowe for caring for us 
during Rev Robin’s sabbatical. 

You are God’s hands, feet, and voice! 

 

Unity of Bandon 
50211 Hwy 101, Suite B  

Post Office Box 518 
Bandon, OR  97411 

541/347-4696 

Please notify us at PO Box 518 or 541/347-4696  or revrobin@haruna.com if you wish to 
continue to receive this newsletter via email.  Printed copies will no longer be available. 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Board of Directors: 
President: Laura Graham 
Vice-President: Weld Champneys 
Treasurer Liason: Amy Wilhite 
Secretary: Rachel Wolff 
Director: Kris McCradic 
Director:  Pam Wright 
Alternate: Open Position 

Unity of Bandon Staff: 
Minister: Rev. Robin Haruna 
Music Director: Iliel Huston 
Youth Ed: Barbara Simpson 
Cleaning: Carolyn Herbison 

Volunteer Staff: 
Bookeeping/Financial Reports: 
Sue Whitmore & Bill Smedley 
Licensed Teacher: Karen Lowe 
Chaplain:  Rosemary Donati  

Office open Wednesday—Sunday by 
appointment 

Office Phone:  541-347-4696  
Minister’s Home:  541-347-4705 
EMAIL: revrobin@haruna.com 

Website: www.unityofbandon.org 

WELCOME to our 
“new” member Evelyn 
Fuqua Cook!  Some-
how we missed wel-
coming you in the  

last issue! 


