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 A Note From our Unity Teacheré.  

Fall is upon us . . . 

     Itôs that time of year when trees begin to change; a feast for our eyes.  Magazines and calendars are 

splashed with brilliant displays of yellow and orange and red.  Too often, though, we forget to pay attention to 

all of our senses:  the sound of children as they crash through leaves thick on the ground; the scent of wood 

smoke on the air; the taste of sweets we save for fall nights; the feel of a favorite sweater on a cool morning. 

     Often the fall months are a time of anticipation.  Weôre all mentally gearing up for the rush of the holiday 

season.  Some of you might even have begun your Christmas shopping already (tsk, tsk).  We all have a ten-

dency to leap-frog from summer into the holidays without taking the time to enjoy the delights of the gentle 

days and lengthening nights of autumn.  We skip too lightly over our gratitude for the abundance of the harvest 

and the rest that follows - both in the land and in our hearts. 

     When we consciously slow ourselves down into the season, knowing that the holidays will come soon 

enough, we expand our awareness, not only of nature and the season, but of each other.  We share the sound of 

the ocean, you and I, and there is enough for all.  We share the misty mornings and a clean sunlight, and there 

is enough for all.  We come together to share love and joy and compassion with one another ï and there is an 

abundance for all! 

     What a joy it has been to serve this congregation during this year of transition, rest and renewal, and I am 

thankful for the opportunity to grow in my own spiritual journey.  You have all been beside me along the way, 

and I have felt an abundance of support.  This is what we all do for one another, those whose lives we brush up 

against, here in Unity of Bandon, or in our communities. 

     Step outside, take a deep breath, and enjoy this time of harvest and rest.  Continue to express your loving, 

joyous and compassionate self throughout these fall months.  Share your Divine self.  It is abundant! 

In Love and Light,    Karen  

 

My dear fellow congregants of Unity of Bandon. Thank you, thank you. Again, thank you, you are my renewal 

and regeneration wherever we are. Whether I see you in our "special building" or around town I immediately 

feel comforted and at peace even if we arenôt able to speak to each other. There is true blessing Genius Loci in 

Bandon because we all are here physically and/or spiritually.  

    At the time I was elected Prez this year I firmly stated, to myself and others, that this was NOT to be a time 

of great building or changes. We, on the Board would seek to have a quiet, uneventful Sabbatical year for Rev. 

Robin and Karen. We put all new projects and improvements, etc., etc. on hold until 2010. Our aim was to stay 

and pray together to move our world through spiritual endeavors rather than physical ones. It is my feeling that 

we have been admirably successful. However, we as a Board could not have been able to obtain  that desired 

 outcome without your help. 

    When I think of all the lives around the world we have quietly touched this year it makes my heart happy. I 

am thankful for everyone who was released through our payers from injuries and disease, locally as well as our 

friends and relatives far away. Individuals that were physically assisted quietly by our óchurchô. And those 

who benefited by our outreach of tithes each month. Speaking of tithes, thank you all for positively responding 

to the Amy and Laura Show on the subject. Keep up the good work!!! 

    Well that pretty much wraps up my last year as Prez. I only wish President Obama could have it as easy as I 

have had.   Blessings, Laura Graham  

-from Laura Graham, Board President 

Karen Lowe, Licensed Unity Teacher 



 

FINANCIAL REPORT  

Jul/Aug/Sep 2009 Income = $12,156.18 

Jul/Aug/Sep 2009 Expenses = $12,004.87 

July/August/September I/E: $151.31  YTD shortfall  = ($3,063.15) 

CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE as of  9/30/09 = $450.22 

SAVINGS ACCOUNT BALANCE as of 9/3/09 = $2,814.73 

INVESTMENTS/GROWTH FUND as of 9/30/09 = $5,753.94 
Note: $3,000.00 was transferred from investments to Savings in September 

Tithes were shared with: EAT Program, Common Good Shoes For Kids,  

Association of Unity Churches, Curry County Homeless Coalition,  

NW Unity Region, and Oregon Coast Community Action   

JOIN IN AFFIRMING : 

Unity of Bandon is filled 

with joyful, giving  

people who generously 

share their talents, time 

and abundance.  We af-

firm financial resources 

to exceed our bills and 

to expand and enrich our 

church in ways that 

bless us and our commu-

nity. Thank You God! 

 

 
 

Join us for breakfast 

at 10:00 on Sunday, 

November 22.  Your Board of Direc-

tors will be providing a variety of food 

and you are invited to bring a dish to pass if you so desire. Then share 

in our Annual Service of GratitudeðòI AM Gratefulò.  This is a time 

to celebrate Thanks-Giving in advance.   You will have the opportunity 

to share a thought, a story, a poem, or some expression of gratitude 

during an informal Sunday service.  

Following the service, please join us in decorating our sanctuary for the 

holiday season.  

Ohhhhééé..Ahhhhéé

Mmmmmmééé.Thank youé.. 
Thank you to whomever it was that 

invited Lynda Cole to bring her beau-
tiful instrumentsé.harps and flutes, 

her lovely voice, touching  stories, 

mind growing quotes and soulful 
presence to Unity on Sunday, Octo-

ber 11. Twice her songs brought tears 

to my eyes. 
She made me laugh. 

She made me think. 

I canôt tell you how many times I 

have retold the story about the Native 
American grandfather and his grand-

son. For those of you who were not 

there it goes something like this: 
ñGrandson, there are two wolves who 

are inside of me.  They fight every 

day, fiercely.  One wolf is kindness, 

compassion, beauty, reverence, crea-
tivity, honesty, generosity, hopeful-

ness, wonder. 

The other wolf is anger, prejudice, 
disrespectful, miserly, full of despair, 

blind to the beauty around him.ò 

ñGrandfatherò, the child spoke with 
great concern, ñWhich oneé will 

win?ò 

And the grandfather looked into the 

childôs eyes and replied,  
ñThe one I choose to feedò. 

Thank you Linda for the work you do 

a nd  t he  j oy  you  i ns p i r e .                                                                                                                       
 Pam Wright, Board Member 

Sunday, November 22 

10:00 AM 

 
 
 

Mount Shasta multi-instrumentalist Anton Mizerak and Olof Sodderback  

present an eclectic evening of healing meditative music, European folk 

tunes, Bollywood accordian music and Indian ragas.  

Anton's music has been featured extensively on the nationally syndicated 

radio show Echoes and on the satellite music station Soundscapes. He 

will be playing keyboards, tabla, and harmonica. 

Olof Sodderback grew up in Sweden where he studied ethnomusicology 

and collected Swedish folk tunes on violin.  He has been delighting audi-

ences in the Rogue valley for decades. Olof has been teaching violin at 

the Lark in the Morning music camp in Mendocino since 2004.    

This concert will especially feature pieces from Anton's CDs and folk 

tunes from around the world, which they have uniquely crafted together 

over their many performances.  It is being offered on a donation basis. 

HIGHWAY CLEAN -UP  November 1 after service 
Join us in cleaning up a one-mile stretch of 101 in front of church. 



Unity of Bandon IS Godôs Love  in Action!      

Whatôs UP in the FAMILY   Barb Smedley barbbillsmedley@mycomspan.com 

Ā Jason Wilhite was shocked that Kris McCradic didn't know who Barry Bonds is...so Bill told her to go ask 

Jason who Deepak Chopra was...and Kris was rewarded with a blankly surprised expression on Jason's young 

face.  Yes, age is  a factor when it comes to knowing the "important" things in this quickly changing world of 

ours. 

ĀI was going to write a little something about our fantastic annual picnic...but Amy had already sent me an 

email that says it all and says it much better than I can...so I quote some of that email here:  

ñThanks to everyone for creating great memories at our picnic.  Elma counted 44 people in attendance. Woo 

Hoo!   Lots of people + lots of food = lots of fun!  Thanks to Pam for the scavenger hunt and prizes ga-

lore!  What fun!  Whoever knew Karen and Rachel were soooo competitive???(wink, wink).  I think we had 

the biggest turn-out for the egg toss since I've been coming to the picnic.  Great directions, Pam, even though 

some of us didn't follow them. Barb, thanks for partnering with Jonathan.  You've got a great egg-tossing arm. 

Can't wait to see your photos Weld and Elma.  You two are our the history keepers. Laura, did you find your 

dog yet?  Last but not least...Dear Robin, thanks for being our leader and not being scared and running away 

and joining the other picnics in the area.ò 

ĀSo good to see Donna Lewis at church, recovered from surgery & shining her radiant smile at all of us again. 

ĀKen and Barbara Simpson said adieu to their daughter, Mary Ellen.  Mary Ellen, aka ñCometò, moved to 

Leeôs Summit, MO and is living with sister Rachel (who is a Unity ministerial student & works for our Asso-

ciation of Unity Churches). We all miss her precious smile but so far, she is keeping in good touch by 

email.  (oh, and Ken, you are looking like you feel much better! Yay!).  

ĀDonôt forget to do all your online shopping at Amazon.com via www.unityofbandon.org.  Always go 

to the Unity website first where you will find a link to Amazon. Do your shopping as usual and 

Unity of Bandon gets 4-15% of the purchase price (you pay the same).  What a deal!  Weôve earned 

over $100 in less than 3 months!  You can buy books, clothes, tools, groceries, - absolutely anything! 

And the prices are great.  Be sure to tell your friends & family.  Anyone can take advantage of this 

great program.   Namaste,   Barb  

BINGO! - Friday, January 29, 6:30 PM You have not played BINGO 

until youôve played Unity-style!  Bring either a white elephant or inexpensive gag or 

goofy gift.  According to Wikipedia, white elephant gifts are wrapped, but are not la-

beled to reflect a specific sender or recipient. Gifts are typically inexpensive, humor-

ous items or used items from home and sometimes, they are just plain trash.  Ha!  One 

personôs trash is anotherôs treasure! 

Welcome to the Family! 

Janet Berry 

Dennis Beetham 

Mary Ellen Simpson 
We Love & Bless You! 

Sunday Morning Classes  We will be taking a ñholiday breakò from our Sunday morning 
classes November 22-January 3.  Classes will resume January 10. At that time Reverend Robin will be offer-

ing a class based on Unity minister Wendy Craig-Purcellôs book, Ask Yourself This. Please consider joining us 

for Class, 9:30ð10:30.  Unityôs foundation is prayer and education.  Joining in study and discussion on Sun-

day mornings deepens our spiritual growth and process.  And itôs a great way to get to know people.   

The Nominating committee will be meeting in January to 

select nominees for expiring Board of Director positions . 

Please let us know if you are interested in serving! 
 

Board Retreat & Planning Session: 

January 16, 2010   9:30 AMð4 PM 



 

HUGE THANKS & HUGS to 

KAREN LOWE for taking 

care of  ñthe Flockò this year! 

And Special Thanks to: 

-Our platform assistants and 

greeters: Jack Wilson, Rachel 

Wolff, Weld Champneys, Kris 

McCradic & Donica Prescott;  

-Karen Lowe, Bob Sawyer, Iliel 

Huston, Amy Wilhite, Weld & 

Elma Champneys, all the awe-

some performers and those who 

brought sweets for the Odd Flock 

FolliesðBRAVO!!  

-the Wilhites for tending & beau-

tifying the plants; 

-Thanks to all who helped make 

our picnic a great success. Spe-

cial thanks to Dick & Klaus for  

bringing your grills and grilling. 

Thanks to Rachel for organizing 

You are Godôs hands, feet, and voice! 

 

Unity of Bandon  
50211 Hwy 101, Suite B  

Post Office Box 518  
Bandon, OR  97411  

541/347-4696 

Please notify us at PO Box 518 or 541/347 -4696  or revrobin@haruna.com if you wish to be 
removed from the mailing list OR if you wish to receive this newsletter via email.   

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Board of Directors: 
President: Laura Graham 

Vice-Pres: Weld Champneys 

Treasurer Liaison: Amy Wilhite 

Secretary: Rachel Wolff 

Director: Kris McCradic 

Director:  Pam Wright 

Alternate:  Open Position 

Unity of Bandon Staff: 
Minister:  Rev. Robin Haruna 

Licensed Teacher: Karen Lowe 

Music Director:  Iliel Huston 

Youth Ed: Barbara Simpson 

Cleaning: Carolyn Herbison 

Volunteer Staff: 
Bookeeping/Financial Reports: 

Sue Whitmore & Bill Smedley 

Chaplain:  Rosemary Donati  

Office open WednesdayðSunday  
by appointment 

Office Phone:  541-347-4696  

Ministerôs Home:  541-347-4705 

EMAIL : revrobin@haruna.com 
Website: www.unityofbandon.org 

 the food and to Takashi for pull-

ing for the balloon dart game. It 

was a hit.  

 

Note from Reverend Robin: I am 

enjoying this last month of my 

sabbatical & look forward to re-

turning 11/22. I miss each and 

every one of you! If you want to 

see what Iôve been up to, check 

out my blogðthere is a link on 

our webpage: unityofbandon.org 

or go directly to: 

revrobinsreflections.blogspot.com 



Unity of Bandon IS Godôs Love  in Action!      

Ā Happy Feet (& Hands & Heads)!!!   As in the past, we are collecting socks for dis-

tribution through Common Good in Port Orford and the Womenôs Safety & Resource Center in 

North Bend.  And this year we are also collecting gloves and hats! Bring a pair of socks, gloves, a 

hat ðor two or threeðwomenôs and kids are especially needed. 

 

 

 

Ā Christmas Caroling & Soup Luncheon ñSunday, December 13  

Join in the fun and get in the mood for the holiday season as we share the spirit at our local care 

centers.  We will share soup and bread for lunch after service and then head out to spread some 

cheer. Kids & small dogs (leashed or heldðthe dogs, not the kids) are welcome! 

 

 

 

Ā Sounds of Joy Musical Service ñSunday, December 20 at 11:00 AM   

Music speaks to us on a deep, inner level.  This is your opportunity to share holiday musicð

solo, group, instrumental.  Remember to sign up so we can be sure to include you in the service. 

 
 

Ā Christmas Eve Candlelight Service ð 

Thursday, December 24 at 6:00 PM 
This is truly one of the most beautiful services of the year.  Join us as we recognize the light that is 

awakened in each of us, sing traditional carols of Christmas and celebrate the deeply spiritual 

meaning of the season.  Readers and assistants are needed, so see the sign-up sheets at church.  

 
 

Ā Burning Bowl Service ñSunday, December 27 at 11:00 AM  Time to release 

old beliefs, thoughtsðanything  we do not wish to bring into the new year.  Write it down, burn it 

up and let it go. 

 
 

 

Ā World Healing Peace Meditation ñThursday, December 31 - 4:00 AM  

(Noon, Greenwich Mean Time).  Let us gather together and pray for world healing and peace 

along with millions of others across the globe. Dress is most definitely casualðjammies and 

slippers are allowed! 

 
 

Ā White Stone Service ñSunday, January 3, 2010 at 11:00 AM   

Begin the New Year with an expanded vision of who and what you are as we celebrate our 

annual White Stone Service. We will be setting our intention for the coming year and writing a 

ñletter to Godò to be held in prayer for one year. 

 

 

Do your holiday gift shopping at Amazon.com this  year & earn some extra 

money for Unity of Bandon!   Remember to go to www.unityofbandon.org first, then click on the 

Amazon link and do your shopping as usual.  You pay the same price but 4-15% of your purchase price is do-

nated to Unity of Bandon.  Tell your friends & family.  Amazon has much, much more than booksðclothing, 

tools, household items, electronics, groceriesðanything you can imagine!  


